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542 Reviews of Books M.V.H.E. 

American government. With a consideration of the problems of de- 
mocracy. By Frank Abbott Magruder, Ph.D., instructor of politics, 
Princeton university. (Chicago: Allyn and Bacon, 1917. 468 p. 
$1.25) 
This volume is intended for use as a high school text-book in govern- 
ment and citizenship. The author states in substance that the aims in 
teaching American government are : first, to impress upon the pupil his 
responsibility as a future citizen, for the development of better govern- 
ment; second, to show that the state has evolved from a simple organ- 
ization for defense to the complex socialized society of today, and that it 
is still evolving ; third, to explain the operation of government — nation- 
al, state, and local — ^emphasizing the functions vnthout neglecting the 
necessary details of framework; fourth, to make plain the influence of 
the judiciary; and fifth, "to present the political and social problems of 
today such as the initiative, referendum, recall, short ballot, woman 
suffrage, industrial education, and prohibition." He has succeeded in 
presenting a text which will be a great help in accomplishing the aims 
set forth. 

The book consists of twenty-nine chapters, three appendices, and a 
working index. Very little space is given to historical considerations. 
The first chapter is an interesting discussion of the benefits of govern- 
ment. It is followed by one of seven pages on the development of the 
state from the earliest stages to the present. Ten pages suffice to pre- 
sent the origin and formation of the federal constitution. The frame- 
work, functions, and operation of the federal government are discussed 
in fourteen chapters. State and local governments are discussed in nine 
chapters, and one chapter is devoted to each of the following: political 
parties and politics, suifrage, nominations and elections, public education, 
social legislation. 

The arrangement is good. The book is well-proportioned, well-printed, 
and generally complete. Numerous good illustrations well selected are 
used to advantage. The book is full of interest and the many questions 
on the text and questions for discussion appended to each chapter form 
a valuable feature. There is an adequate but not extensive bibliography 
at the end of each chapter. 

I. L. Pollock 

A ieginner's history. By William H. Mace, professor of history, Syra- 
cuse university. (Chicago: Rand, McNally and company, 1916. 
404 p. $.60) 
This book is intended as a text book for pupils who are just beginning 

the study of United States history. The author makes the text inspira- 



